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Rama and her family, are forced to flee their once-peaceful village to escape the ravages of the
civil war raging ever closer to their homeWith only what they can carry on their backs, Rama
and her mother, father, grandfather and brother, Sami, set out to walk to freedom in Europe.
This unique picture book was inspired by the stone artwork of Syrian artist Nizar Ali Badr,
discovered by chance by Canadian children’s writer Margriet Ruurs. The author was
immediately impressed by the strong narrative quality of Mr. Badr’s work, and, using many of
Mr. Badr’s already-created pieces, she set out to create a story about the Syrian refugee
crisis.Orca Book Publishers is pleased to offer this book as a dual-language (English and
Arabic) edition.

From the Inside Flaprefugees, refugee crisis, Syria, stone art, war, civil war, escape,
humanitarian crisis, family --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Book
DescriptionA refugee family’s flight to freedom, uniquely illustrated. --This text refers to an
alternate kindle_edition edition.Review"Brilliant and beautiful and inspiring. A book that should
be read with every child in the world! An instant classic as solid as the stones on which it is
based!"  � Eric Walters, award-winning author and member of the Order of Canada "Ruurs writes
purely and warmly, with the text set in both English and Raheem's Arabic translation...She
deftly conveys the happiness of peaceful childhood, then the confusion and the fears born of
war and migration, and the relief and curiosity of arriving at a new home...Each illustration is
masterful, with Badr's placement of stones as careful as brush strokes, creating figures
positioned to tell the whole story without the benefit of facial expressions...An astonishing book
that allows the humanity of refugees to speak louder than politics and introduces readers to
one of Syria's incredible artists."  � Kirkus Reviews, starred review"It's exquisite! One can only
pray that its message will spread and make the difference we need."  � Mem Fox, award-winning
and internationally bestselling children's book author"Stunning, original artwork both childlike
and sophisticated; a text that will both break and mend your heart."  � Jane Yolen, award-winning
author of Devil's Arithmetic and The Stone Angel."Readers will be fascinated by the stone-
collage illustrations created by Syrian artist Badr, who arranges expressive tableaux of people
formed entirely of rocks and pebbles...A unique offering that will open eyes and soften hearts."  �
Booklist"Readers of all ages will find things of value within the pages of the book...The
photographed stone arrangements seem oftentimes to pulse with more life than one might
think possible. Whether consciously or otherwise, given his media Badr has create figures that
suggest the unbreakable spirit of people seeking freedom and opportunity...This rare treasure
of a book is likely to remain highly sought-after for some considerable time...Highly
recommended."  � CM Magazine"This is an amazing book!! Every teacher should own one."  �
Jennifer Maruno, former school principal, Peel District School Board"The lyrical phrasing of
Margriet's free verse narrative captures the eloquence and simplicity of young Rama's
reactions to her experiences...Badr instills life into his stone-art with seemingly simple shifts in
background, angles, and minute adjustments of one stone in relation to another."  � Nerdy Book
Club blog"Ruurs' beautiful words are twinned with the most stunning artwork by Nizar Ali
Badr...I could not but be moved by Badr's work, as it is unlike anything else I have ever seen
and conveys so much emotion. I hope this beautiful book will reach the shelves of classrooms,
libraries and homes throughout the world and be read and shared many times over."  �



Canadian Children's Book News"Ordinary beach stones were used to make the three-
dimensional collages in this arresting picture book...Stone by stone, step by step, it all adds up
to a memorable look at what it means to leave one's home in search of 'a bright new future.'"  �
The Horn Book"[An] excellent book that will help young readers understand what is happening
to the children they see on TV. I can't recommend [Stepping Stones] highly enough."  � The
Children's War blog"Ruurs' sensitive text focuses on the beauty of everyday aspects of Rama's
life before the war and gently recounts the mounting problems that cause the family to leave...A
book that reflects not just the experiences of Syrian refugees, but one that is a beautiful and
timeless reminder of resilience in the face of war as love and caring prevail."  � Wander, Ponder,
Write blog"The book is beautifully written in two languages: English and Arabic. Its English
prose is straightforward, piercing, and lyrical. The Arabic is no less deft and poetic. It stands on
its own and not simply as a translation of English. For example, the translator's Arabic choices
for 'juicy' and 'sunbaked' are inspired...'It tells me what people's lives were like in Syria.' For
this reason and many others, it is a book worth reading. Its story, in two languages, is beautiful.
Its artwork is original and touching. And most importantly, it teaches us empathy and
compassion for humans often dehumanized, who live and love the way we too would like to live
and love."  � Friends JournalA gateway to discussing refugees and immigration with America's
youngest citizens...Teaching kids empathy—this is where it starts.  � New York Magazine"This
picture book is special, in many ways. Firstly, the verbal text is well worked and beautifully
written. It is compassionate and warm. The English is accompanied by Arabic, making this a
dual language text, sought after in public libraries. The illustrations are amazingly
authentic...The pictures emanate expression and feeling, astounding from such inanimate
objects as stones...the world is a lot better for it. This book, although initially intended for
children, is for a global, all ages audience. It is a must for public library and more suitable for
school libraries. "  � The Children's Book Council of Australia, Reading Time"What a wonderful
book!…The illustrations are amazing, created totally from stones…They poignantly display the
plight of this family as they leave all they have known behind to seek a new life…This book
would be a wonderful way to introduce young children to the refugee crisis that is happening in
other parts of the world. Especially now when we have some of these refugee children in our
own classrooms throughout the country, the book might inspire some of these children to share
their experiences. I would highly recommend this book for every primary and elementary
school in the country."  � Resource LinksTender and eloquent pictures fashioned from water-
smoothed stones illustrate a wrenching yet hopeful refugee story.  � Adelaide Advertiser, Top
Shelf Books --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorMargriet
Ruurs is the author of many award-winning books for children. She enjoys speaking about
reading and writing to students at schools around the world. Her adventures have taken her to
such countries as Myanmar, Pakistan, Laos, Tanzania and many others. Margriet was born in
the Netherlands but has been a Canadian for most of her life. She lives with her family on Salt
Spring Island, British Columbia.Nizar Ali Badr has always been inspired to paint, sculpt and
draw. In his walks along the seashore near the ancient port city of Ugarit, Syria, he always
admired the stones on the beach and in the clear blue water. Now he gathers these stones and
brings them home to his rooftop studio, where they become the medium for his art. Nizar has
never left his hometown of Latakia, though in his heart he accompanies the many Syrians who
have been forced to flee their homeland because of ongoing violence.Falah Raheem is a
Canadian/Iraqi translator and writer. He has published the translation of about twenty books
from English to Arabic. His first novel The Parable of the Hedgehogs was published in Arabic in
2012. He lives in Victoria, British Columbia.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition



edition.From the Back Coverrefugees, refugee crisis, Syria, stone art, war, civil war, escape,
humanitarian crisis, family --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Lost and Found Cat: The True Story of Kunkush's Incredible Journey, Mama's Nightingale: A
Story of Immigration and Separation, Dreamers, Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl's Courage
Changed Music, Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family's Fight for
Desegregation (Jane Addams Award Book (Awards)), At the Mountain's Base, Ada's Violin:
The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay, Bravo!: Poems About Amazing Hispanics,
Love in the Library, Be the Change: A Grandfather Gandhi Story, The Name Jar, Lailah's
Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story, Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah,
Where Are You From?, Nelson Mandela, Iqbal and His Ingenious Idea: How a Science Project
Helps One Family and the Planet (CitizenKid), The Librarian Of Basra: A True Story from Iraq,
Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story, Something Happened in Our Town: A Child's Story
About Racial Injustice

SB, “Stone art and story give life to Refugee Crisis. Margriet Ruurs is an author devoted to
directly engaging with people around the world, listening to the stories of their lives and often
incorporating those experiences into books. Among those are My Librarian Is A Camel and
School Days Around the World.Her most recent book has an origin story all it's own, which she
describes well in the author's note at the front of the book, STEPPING STONES: A Refugee
Family's Journey. Its artwork is created by Nizar Ali Badr, a stonework artist/sculptor whose
creations can be seen on his Facebook page, here. He's a resident of Latakia, Syria, and his
visions find expression through the stones he collects along the river's edges. The story of
Ruurs' discovery of Badr, their connection, and their joint mission is best read in the author's
own words.Within a few weeks I'll post an interview with Margriet and explore their process
more fully. For now, I simply want to spotlight a book that should be read by everyone. When I
say "everyone", I'm not speaking figuratively. It's published in English and Arabic, but the text
and art are so well-integrated in the book design that it could be understood as a wordless
book, and that's no offense to the author. Ruurs has constructed a narrative path for a
universally recognizable family from their simple but safe home in Syria, through life-
threatening crisis, on a journey with devastating risks and horrors, to eventual resettlement in a
safe and welcoming new home.In one scene tiny pebbles might constitute a path; in another,
harvested food, rooster feathers, birds' wings, or flower petals. Shifts in angles and joinings
change the stone scenes from secure workday routines to desperate escapes and mournful
memorials. Throughout it all, the continuity of family, flowers, sun and moon, despair, hope, and
love call out to the reader of words and scenes. This is book that does not allow us to turn
away, as we so often do when faced with the humans represented here through stone art and
story.Composed of the stones and scraps found around the artist's feet, characters rise to life
from horizontal background surfaces where they are photographed before disappearing. It's a
frighteningly painful parallel to the real lives being disrupted and lost as a result of never-
ending, undeclared war.Scene after scene expresses emotions, invites questions, and tells
stories. Ruurs' text, mirrored in Arabic, unfolds the tragedy before our eyes through potent
poetic phrasing and figurative fluency. Pebbles become people, people we are willing to see,
and hear, and care about with more genuine empathy than society musters for the actual
millions of people living (and dying) in the journeys represented here.I plan to gift this copy to
my library and another copy to my school, with more going to family and friends during the
holidays. Proceeds from the book will support Badr's work and his village, where he continues
to live and create. The author and publisher are also contributing portions of the profits from



sales to refugee organizations.I hope everyone who becomes aware of this book will make it a
personal mission to distribute it as globally as possible. Literally. The "refugee problem" is too
easily viewed as a matter of millions of lives, as "too big" to fix. Until we can allow ourselves,
force ourselves, to focus on the PEOPLE, on their LIVES, instead of on numbers, nothing will
improve-- for us and our sense of security, or for theirs.This book could help us shift that focus.”

MP, “I liked the fact that a portion of the proceeds from .... Even before start reading this book, I
felt a connection with the story in it. The cover page illustration reached my heart. People made
of rocks carrying rocks… such a powerful image; such a powerful concept. People made of
heavy rocks carrying a heavy burden. Rocks, a symbol for the heavy journey endured by the
refugees. It is also a symbol for how other people see refugees and immigrants—they see
them as a heavy load; a burden that it is difficult to move from place to place.I liked the fact that
a portion of the proceeds from the sale of this book will be donated to resettlement
organizations across North America. And that the last page of the book includes a list of a
number of links related to refugees and humanitarian organizations.I am in love with Nizar’s
artwork. I am also in love with how this book came to life. Nizar is not a wealthy man and he
collects rocks on the beach. And since he does not have money to buy glue, like the
introduction says, his art is not permanent. He takes a photo of a piece and then take it apart
again. His art reflects life—it changes; it is not permanent. It is difficult for an artist to create
something and then to destroy it. It is difficult to let go of things we love and we create. Nizar is
teaching others that nothing is permanent and yet there is beauty also in continuous
changes.The beautiful imagery, in the book, took my breath away.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Beautiful illustrations and text. The illustrations are amazing and the story
tells of a common journey of sadness and hope. A great way to explain the plight of refugees to
young children. Our children were led to search for stones to create their own story pictures.”

Paul A. Spangler, “Grateful for books like this. This has a neat concept of rocks as art, as story
scenes. I love that this has been used as fundraiser for refugees.”

Kay L. Campbell, “The Weight of Displacement. Chillingly beautiful. The stone arrangements
allows a little distance from the sadness of the refugees' plight while clearly conveying the
weight of this current world tragedy. I highly recommend it on aesthetic, creative, poetic, and
ethical grounds. Wonderful conversation-starter with children from 4 up.”

Sr.Kathy, “It is a very good secular story about the flight of the refugee. A must have book. The
pictures alone are worth the price. It is a very good secular story about the flight of the refugee.
a story that will easily engage conversations at an elementary level as well as higher.”

Keiko Maruyama, “The art is amazing. These stones tell a story of a family .... The art is
amazing. These stones tell a story of a family how their life changed by the conflict in their
country and how they had to leave the country where generations of their families lived and
where they only knew. Faceless figures expressed their story so settle yet powerful way. I
highly recommend this book to read for all ages.”

Mary Helen Evans, “Review of Steppin Stones: A Refugee Family's Journey.. This is an
inspiring book and should be in every school. The pictures are amazing and I hope this book
will help the artist to a better life and that the book will help people everywhere to be more



compassionate than they currently are.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Such wonderful pictures created simply in stones and pebbles by the ....
An inspiring book. Such wonderful pictures created simply in stones and pebbles by the artist,
himself living in Aleppo, depicts the dreadful plight of the refugees. An engaging text, written
through the voice of a child, shows great sincerity and respect. It is a pity that the book is no
longer available. Several of my colleagues and friends wish to purchase it.Amazon customer”

Thelma, “Wonderful story. This is a great story, before the story even begins of how the author
connected with the artist and how she put everything together so that immigrants would benefit
from the book sales. With the world being the way it is, its a great way to explain to children
the value of immigrants and what they have to through. As Canadians, we take things for
granted, we have everything and what we don’t have we know where and how to get it. Other
people are not as spoiled as we are and this story tells about a young girl and what she hand
to go through the art is beautiful. I bought 4 books, one for each one of my children, so they
can teach their children about the value of immigrants.  Thank you for sharing this book.”

Rita Adams, “A truly beautiful book that tells the emotional story of a Syrian .... A truly beautiful
book that tells the emotional story of a Syrian refugee family fleeing their war ravaged
homeland to seek a safe and peaceful future. The text is in both Arabic and English. The artist
is Syrian, the author, Canadian. As a member of a refugee sponsoring group, the significance
of this meshing of our two cultures is especially appreciated.”

MReimer, “Stunning writing and artistry!. This book is beautiful. The writing, the artwork, the
story, all beautiful. I love how this story came to be, and I love the window it gives us into the
lives of our refugee families. This book is a treasured book in our house and my classroom
after only a couple reads, and I recommend it to anyone looking for something unique, eye
opening, and beautiful.”

nafiseh, “Very touching story. The quality of the pictures are not greate but it is expected
because the pictures have been taken in Syria with not a professional and has been sent over
internet.But overal I am happy with it”

The book by Margriet Ruurs has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 113 people have provided feedback.
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